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Feedback to date from students and parents appears to favor, if possible, an alternate 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ άŀǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

Gathering size adherence, precautionary masks and strict social distancing likely to be 
required in alternate options.  

United States Air Force Academy Graduation on April 18th included several precautionary protocols in alignment with local and state 
health official recommendations. 
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The reality of even a limited graduation ceremony (graduates + two 
parents/guardians apiece) at Helena High and Capital High includes 1,000 
participants. 

Evenwith appropriate social-distancing, a gathering of 1,000 people will be 
challenging at best and unlikely at worst 
Ö Thelargerthe group,the lesslikely strict adherence can be maintained
Ö Arrivalanddismissalisa significant,logisticalchallenge
Ö Unlike previous years, an indoor, inclement weather option is unavailable 
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At this point, several options are available including:
Ö Allgraduates, limited parents/guardians
Ö Allgraduates,no parents/guardians 
Ö Groups of graduates, limited parents/guardians
Ö Groupsof graduates, no parents/guardians 

Options vary basedon gathering restrictions in conjunction with the ability to 
ensure proper social distancing 
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Alternate graduation plans will need to flex in accordance with allowable 
participant and gathering sizes. Anything restrictions less than 50 people 
would be difficult to accommodate. 

Example: Capital High School (307 graduates) 
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Options could flex between 50 and 150 graduates at a given time with 
pros/cons for each.  
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Limit of 50 Graduates = 7 Ceremonies
Possibilityof 100Parents/Guardians

Limit of 150 Graduates = 2 Ceremonies
Possibility of 300 Parents/Guardians 

Indoor/Outdoor Possibility Outdoor Only Possibility
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General Format:
Ö Students on-field in designated, socially distanced spaces with specific 

walkways to and from chairs

Ö (Optional) Parents/Guardians only in designated, socially-distanced 
viewing. Maximum of two tickets apiece with siblings and extended family 
excluded from attendance. 

Ö Potential PAL Graduation date of Friday, June 5th

Ö Potential HHS/CHS Graduation date of Saturday, June 6th
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Target Date for Final Decision: May 12
Ö Providesadditionaltime to workwith local health officials and high school 

teams to determine the safest, most appropriate environment 

Alternate Graduation Locations: 
Ö Outdoor Option: Vigilante Stadium (1025 North Rodney Street)
Ö Indoor Option: Helena andCapitalHighGymnasiums

Times for ceremonies are TBD as these will depend on the format and venue

All ceremonieswill be live-streamed for additional family members
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Stipulations:
Ö All plans are being made in concert with local health officials. Plans are in 

accordance with expected guidelines pertaining to social-distancing and 
maximum numbers for public gatherings.

Ö Should Lewis & Clark County experience a reemergence of the COVID-19
Coronavirus, graduation ceremonies will be postponed from their planned 
dates 




